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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
OF COUNTRY

Botanic Gardens of Sydney
acknowledges the traditional
custodians of the lands on
which we work.

We pay our respects to the Elders
past, present and future for they
hold the memories, the culture
and dreams of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Peoples.

We recognise and respect their
cultural heritage, beliefs and
continual relationship with the
land, and we recognise the
importance of the young people

who are our future leaders.

Connections by Darren Charlwood,
a Wiradjuri man from the Yibaay
Wagaan kin group.
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21 November 2023

Dear Minister

We have the pleasure of pres
Annual Report of Botanic G
for the year ended 30 June
presentation to Parliament. This rep
been prepared in accordance with the pro
of the Government Sector Finance Act 201¢

Yours sincere

Marcus Clark AO
, Royal Botanic ‘Botanic
dens and Domain Trust
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oldest scientific institution. Our goal is
to inspire and help people discover ti
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STRATEGY

2021-26

Strategic Priorities

Increase the
community’s
understanding
of our value
andrich
cultural
heritage

Our brand,
value and
rich cultural
heritage is
known and
strongly
advocated

We are:

Increase our
engagement,
influence
and profile

Our expertise

is recognised,
trusted, shared
and sought

out locally,
nationally and
internationally
by communities,
governments
and industry

Daring

Ensure a
sustainable
organisation

WEMEVEE:]
diverse, secure
and sustainable
business
model that
meets Trust
objectives,
maintains

and improves
the quality of
our science,
horticulture,
visitor
experiences,
and expands
and enhances
our existing
capabilities

Collaborative

Solve critical
environmental
challenges

The Australian
Institute of
Botanical
Science, our
facilities,
research
capabilities,
expertise and
collections are
recognised as
a global leader
in plant science

Creative

Have a truly
meaningful
effect on
our visitors
and their
experiences

We enrich

lives and
deliver positive,
memorable,
and enduring
experiences

Kind

Build the
capacity of

our people

and strengthen
our culture

Our people are
empowered,
engaged and
motivated with
the capabilities,
diversity and
expertise to
deliver the
strategy

Inclusive
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OUR KEY
PILLARS

Blue Mountains Botanic Garden
Mount Tomah

Royal Botanic Garden Sydney

it e s s s B

Situated 1,000 metres above sea level in a UNESCO
World Heritage-listed area, the Blue Mountains
Botanic Garden Mount Tomah extends over

18 hectares of curated garden and a further

234 hectares of wilderness conservation.

The Blue Mountains Botanic Garden is home to
more than 3,000 species of plants, including rare
and endangered species and many exotic and
unusual plants from around the world.

Established in 1816, the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney
is Australia’s oldest botanic garden and oldest
scientific institution.

Situated across 30 hectares on the edge of the
iconic Sydney Harbour, the Royal Botanic Garden
Sydney is home to an outstanding collection of more
than 4,500 species of plants from around the world.
Encompassing 15 themed gardens, including an
Australian Rainforest Garden, a Tropical Garden and
one of the largest vertical gardens in the southern
hemisphere inside The Calyx — it is a living testament
to the beauty of nature, and one of Sydney’s top
attractions for tourism and leisure.

The Domain Sydney

Australian Botanic Garden
Mount Annan

Wrapped around the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney,
The Domain encompasses 34 hectares of urban
parkland endowed with significant natural and
historical values. The Domain plays a central role in
Sydney'’s cultural and social life and the recreational
and sporting pursuits of Sydneysiders.

Dharawal Country

Located southwest of Sydney’s CBD, the Australian
Botanic Garden Mount Annan is the largest botanic
garden in Australia, covering 416 hectares between
Camden and Campbelltown.

With more than 2,500 species of native plants Australian Institute of Botanical Science
representing all of Australia’s major vegetation types,
the Australian Botanic Garden is a living collection
showcasing the enormous diversity of our country’s

; One of the nation’s premier botanical research
unique flora.

organisations, the Institute comprises the physical

The Australian Botanic Garden is the flagship campus and virtual scientific collections, research services

Botanic Gardens of Sydney

of the Australian Institute of Botanical Science and
home to the National Herbarium of New South Wales
and the Australian PlantBank.

and facilities, and staff at the Royal Botanic Garden
Sydney, Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan and
Blue Mountains Botanic Garden Mount Tomah.



FIRST NATIONS
ENGAGEMENT

Botanic Gardens of Sydney is
passionate about embedding
First Nations cultural protocols,
knowledge, and perspectives
in all aspects of our activities,
guided by our inaugural First
Nations Engagement Strategy.

We were delighted to launch the Life Blood artwork
at the Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan this
year, celebrating the significance of the Garden

to the local community. Life Blood respects and
recognises the scientific and cultural knowledge
systems of First Nations Australians, showcasing
collaborative plant research, education, and
conservation projects.

Another significant community contribution

was our annual National Sorry Day event at the
Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan which
attracted more than 500 people. Local community
members from the Macarthur, Liverpool, and
Wingecarribee areas came together for a day

of healing through the sharing of stories of
strength and resilience of the survivors of the
Stolen Generations. The restoration of the Stolen
Generations Memorial was officially unveiled
with significant impact to the local Indigenous
communities.

Our first Innovate Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP)
was developed with staff, local communities,
and Reconciliation Australia, and we are on track
for completion in late 2023. Our RAP Working
Group has been instrumental in the delivery and
implementation of all actions and deliverables.
Their hard work and dedication have played a
critical role in the respect and recognition for our
Indigenous and Non-Indigenous staff through
connection, friendship and acknowledgment of
cultural and heritage protocols and practice.




Botanic Gardens of Sydney

A MESSAGE
FROM THE CHAIR

Our three botanic gardens and

The Domain collectively set a new
benchmark in visitation this year,
attracting close to 12 million people.

This significant milestone demonstrates that the

Royal Botanic Gardens and Domain Trust, one of the
world’s most prestigious collection of botanic gardens,
and Australia’s oldest continually operating scientific
institution, continues to serve the people of this state
and deliver on our core objectives.

We provide three magnificent recreational facilities for
the people of Sydney and for local and international
visitors to Sydney, and successfully deliver an
extensive program of events each year, at all our sites.

Our refreshed brand and business name,

Botanic Gardens of Sydney, reflects this dynamic
performance and growth, as we reaffirm our
commitment to tackling environmental challenges
and improving the quality of people’s lives through
connections to inspiring public spaces.

| am retiring in November 2023, at the end of my
current term, and | am pleased with the progress we
have made during my five years as Chair of the Trust.

We have certainly put science back on our agenda
with the completion of the new National Herbarium
of New South Wales at the Australian Botanic Garden
Mount Annan and the successful relocation and
digitisation of the state significant collection housed
within the facility.

The launch of the Australian Institute of Botanical
Science is an important milestone, as is our inaugural
First Nations Engagement Strategy.

7l

The recent launch of our first Living Collections
Strategy is also a significant step in elevating the
custodianship of our collections and our vision
for the future.

On behalf of all Trustees, | would like to thank
Denise Ora, the Executive team, and all our staff
and volunteers, for their great work this year in
steering our critical innovative science to guide the
conservation of ecosystems, and the curation of our
invaluable living collections.

And to all our supporters — from our philanthropic
donors, partner organisations, and the
Foundation & Friends of the Botanic Gardens —
thank you for your ongoing support.

Philip Marcus Clark AO
Chair, Royal Botanic Gardens
and Domain Trust




A MESSAGE FROM
THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

This year has been yet another
of change and progress. But it's
also a time to pause and reflect on
the enduring purpose of the Royal
Botanic Gardens and Domain Trust.

Since our Act of Parliament, the Royal Botanic
Gardens and Domain Trust Act 1980, was enacted,
our core legislated objects have not changed.

All our decisions, initiatives and activities continue

to advance our enduring obligations to maintain and
improve our gardens and collections, to increase and
disseminate knowledge of plant life, and to encourage
all to enjoy our public spaces through education,
history, culture and recreation.

Under our consolidated brand and registered
business name Botanic Gardens of Sydney,

we bring together the Royal Botanic Garden
Sydney, Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan,
Blue Mountains Botanic Garden Mount Tomah,
The Domain Sydney, and the Australian Institute of
Botanical Science under one simplified banner.

It's an exciting milestone, intensifying our passion to
continue to be the world’s best collection of botanic
gardens and public spaces — a mission which has

never been more important, with our beautiful green
spaces attracting almost 12 million visitors this year.

Our central stage, The Domain Sydney, boasted
our biggest ever season this year with more than
27 major events — an incredible 23 per cent
increase compared to pre-COVID. A highlight was
Sydney WorldPride in February 2023 — including
the Dance Party and Rainbow Republic. Some
55,000 patrons attended across the Sydney
WorldPride Amplified program, and we were
honoured to play a role.

The Calyx hosted the Love Your Nature exhibition
engaging visitors with a kaleidoscope of colour,
celebrating fascinating stories of plant-love.

Meanwhile, our three Botanic Gardens continued

to be a source of fascination for all ages, attracting
more than 26,000 school students. First Nations
culture remains at the forefront of our educational
work reinforcing cultural connections within the
curriculum, and | am delighted that we are continuing
on our journey of knowledge sharing and learning.

We continue to engage with the scientific community,
enjoying a strong presence at the 7th Global

Botanic Gardens Congress in Melbourne this year.
Staff representing Horticulture, Science, and
Education attended, with our presentations receiving
fantastic feedback. | was honoured to be made

Chair of Council Heads of Australian Botanic Gardens
and was invited to speak at the International Garden
Symposium in Suncheon, South Korea in June to
discuss the history and changing trends of botanic
gardens and the important role they play in nature
positive outcomes.

In February 2023, we completed a stocktake of our
Living Collections across all three botanic gardens

to better inform the curation and management of our
invaluable collections, as well as the implementation
of our new Living Collections Strategy. Indeed, each
garden holds an extraordinary Living Collection
comprised of wild-sourced, thriving plant families
and ecosystems that define the beauty of the Botanic
Gardens of Sydney, and serve as an invaluable
resource for conservation, research, and education.

To my Executive team and all our staff, volunteers,
and supporters, thank you for another incredible year.

Denise Ora
Chief Executive,
Botanic Gardens of Sydney

Annual Report 2022-23
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LEADERSHIP Trustees

Philip Marcus Clark AO
(Chair)
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Penelope Diamantakiou Distinguished Professor Debra Townsend
Michelle Leishman

«Un

Giselle Collins

Australian Institute of Botanical Science Advisory Council

Distinguished Professor Senior Professor Graham Ross AM
Michelle Leishman (Chair) Kris French

Clarence Slockee
Giselle Collins Professor Robert Henry

Professor
Dr lan Cresswell Richard Nunn Brett Summerell



Executive Team

Denise Ora
Chief Executive

Carla Armanet George Salouros Professor Brett Summerell
Director, Experiences, Director, Asset Management, Chief Scientist and Director, Science,
Partnerships and Engagement Planning and Projects Education and Conservation

Kathleen Kenihan John Siemon
Director, Finance, Property Director, Horticulture and
and Corporate Services Living Collections

Audit and Risk Committee

Mark Fleming (Chair) Trustees, Advisory Council and
Committee Members are current
Penelope Diamantakiou as of 31 October 2023.

Tony Pearson
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Coolgardie Gum (Eucalyptus torquata). J. Siemon
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Botanic Gardens of Sydney

RESEARCH

Plant Discovery and Evolution

2022-23 was another year of significant
transformations for the Plant Discovery and Evolution
(PDE) team. Five staff members were recruited in the
roles of Information Botanist (started in September
2022), Head of Plant Discovery and Evolution Research
(started in April 2022), as well as two Systematic
Botanists and a new Weed Botanist (starting in July,
September, and November 2023). The team also set
up an ambitious agenda of flagship projects for the
next five years, designed to foster collaboration and
guide fundraising efforts and strategic use of current
resources. The first one of these new flagship projects
aims at building the NSW Plant Tree of Life to provide
the first complete reference phylogeny for the whole
flora of NSW. The project effectively started this year
with a pilot aimed at sampling native NSW species
from the living collections at the Australian Botanic
Garden Mount Annan, with 596 leaf tissues for DNA
extraction collected between April and June 2023.

The year was also marked by the return of focus to
our core business following relocation of staff and
collections to the new Herbarium building at Mount
Annan and disruptions from the COVID-19 pandemic
in previous years. In particular, members of the team
conducted 17 field collecting trips in NSW (and other
parts of Australia), including large-scale expeditions
to Norfolk Island (October 2022) and BushBlitz to the
Snowy Mountains wilderness area (February 2023),
collecting a total of 1,673 new herbarium voucher
specimens and 1,246 DNA samples. The team also
hosted the first Australasian Systematic Botany
Society (ASBS) Student and Early-Career Researcher
(SECR) Conference at the Australian Botanic Garden
Mount Annan on 15-17 November 2022, attended

by 45 in-person delegates from Australia and New
Zealand and up to 48 online participants.

Team members and associated students and
Honorary Research Associates collectively published
56 peer-reviewed scientific papers, at least 17 flora
treatments, and four books or book chapters (in total
77 publications). They also communicated their work
through 40 presentations, including 19 conference
talks. The taxonomic output of the team was very
significant this year, with 31 new species described
(as well as six additional taxa above the species level)
and 74 new combinations. These new taxa resulted
from active research on Pultenaea (Fabaceae),
Grevillea (Proteaceae), Utricularia (Lentibulariaceae),
and other Australian genera, as well as major revisions
of genera in Myrtaceae and Rutaceae based on
long-standing phylogenetic work in these groups.
The team continued grant-funded phylogenomic work
on key plant groups including Fabaceae, Lamiaceae,
Poaceae, Proteaceae, and Magnoliidae, and continued
to collaborate on the national Australian Angiosperm
Tree of Life project of the Genomics for Australian
Plants initiative. Several important milestones were
also published this year from macroevolutionary work
in the team, including the first paper to demonstrate
that insects likely pollinated the ancestral flower of

all flowering plants.

Lastly, members of the team were again actively
engaged with the media and broader public.

Their work was featured in at least 15 media stories,
including eight radio interviews as well as one live
TV interview on the discovery of a new species of
Eucalyptus in the Sydney region. They collaborated
on a new series of What the Flora?! Video episodes
and for the first time created a short series of videos
highlighting botanical artists to support the digital
edition of the Margaret Flockton Award (October
2022). They also took a significant role in several of
the events and displays organised during Sydney
WorldPride (February 2023), including An Evening with
500 Queer Scientists, Queer Plants Walks, and the
year-round Love Your Nature exhibit at The Calyx.
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RESEARCH

Australian PlantBank Research

The ‘Rainforest Seed Conservation Program’ (RSCP)
aims to increase the Australian and global capacity
to conserve rainforest plants by improving our
understanding of their biology, developing best-
practice methods of conservation, and working with
other conservation agencies to prevent future loss
of species in the wild. Australian rainforest plants

are under threat from habitat fragmentation, weeds,
disease and climate change. For some species, there
is currently no alternative for conservation other
than to bring them into protective custody until they
can be safely returned to the wild. Seedbanking

is a cost-effective way of conserving vulnerable
plants, but not all species produce seeds that

can survive the necessary drying and freezing.

We assessed the storage potential of seeds from
Australian rainforest species, storing those seeds
suitable for seedbanking and looking for alternative
conservation measures for those that are not which
are called ‘Exceptional Species’. This year saw several
publications in Australian Journal of Botany, including
research lead by Dr Karen Sommerville which asked
the question - ‘Are orthodox Australian rainforest
seeds short-lived in storage?’. The results showed
that yes, in general, rainforest species seeds do not
last long in a seed bank when compared to dryland
species. Dr Ganesha Liyanage lead research and
publication on the reproductive biology of Rainforest
Rutaceae that will inform work on seed banking and
restoration. Aspects of our work were presented by
Dr Cathy Offord, Dr Liyanage and Dr Sommerville

at the 7th Global Botanic Gardens Congress in
Melbourne (25-29 September 2022). Dr Sommeryville
and Dr Cathy Offord participated as virtual trainers in
a BGCI for several days in November at a workshop
held in Singapore which focussed on training staff
from botanic gardens and germplasm repositories in
areas with significant rainforest conservation needs
in south-east Asia.

Work continued on threatened Persoonia species,
with the Stage 3 translocation of Persoonia hirsuta
onto mining offset at West Cliff Colliery, Appin.

While work continued in the laboratory on the
moisture stress conditions to predict germination
under future climate scenarios of ten species from the
North-West Slopes (NSW), there were set-backs in
field work due to COVID-19 and flooding. The orchid
team, lead by Dr Zoe-Joy Newby, continued to

work towards the successful propagation of eleven
endangered terrestrial orchid species in partnership
with the NSW DPE Saving our Species program (SoS).

A 500-pot experiment was also established over nine
months to attempt to grow threatened ‘underground’
orchid species (Rhizanthella spp.) using three different
tree host species, multiple symbiotic fungi and seed
from various populations within NSW. Also under

the SoS program, Maureen Phelan coordinated

plant production, associated data management and
project facilitation for the global Wollemia nobiis
metacollection pilot program (in late 2023) and
Phase 3 of the Wollemi Pine translocation project.
She also produced a ‘How to export live plants’ guide
to assist future Botanic Gardens of Sydney living
collection projects.

A major new large SoS-funded project got well
underway this year in the ex situ conservation of
three Critically Endangered Myrtle Rust susceptible
species. Lead by Veronica Viler, this work includes a
key role capturing and distributing diverse collections
to other botanic gardens in the national Native
Guava (Rhodomyrtus psidioides) metacollection
development. This species was once common in
our rainforests, but populations have collapsed

due to Myrtle Rust and it is now Federally listed

as Critically Endangered. Outreach on the plight

of affected species and how to manage them in
botanic gardens was a feature of this program, with
presentations including a webinar series run by
Landcare Research New Zealand, and participation
of PlantBank staff at the Australasian Myrtle Rust
Conference in Sydney in June 2023 during which

a number of collaborations were planned.

PlantBank students had a good year, with two
nearing completion of their PhDs. Lyndle Hardstaff
attended the Cryogenic Conference in Dublin
(Ireland) in July 2022 and Philippa Alvarez spent
several weeks at Kings Park and Botanic Garden in
Perth learning the use of new equipment for studying
seed germination physiology.

Annual Report 2022-23



Botanic Gardens of Sydney

RESEARCH

Research Centre for
Ecosystem Resilience

The Research Centre for Ecosystem Resilience
(ReCER) undertakes relevant research that guides
the restoration and conservation of resilient
ecosystems. Our diverse range of research projects
are underpinned by large-scale, technologically
advanced knowledge infrastructure systems that
allow us to undertake genomic research on dozens
of species at a time.

Our conservation genomic research continues

to inform the NSW Saving our Species Program.

We've produced conservation genomic guidelines for
another ten threatened plant species in the past year,
taking our total to over 30. We are working on a further
70 species, including 20 threatened ground orchids.
Each of these reports have practical application,
including helping to restore lost genetic diversity

and to guide the design of translocation programs.

Restore and Renew, our main flagship program, is
moving forward with on-ground implementation

of our genetic guidelines for restoration, including
the establishment of seed production areas for
rainforest species and the completion of a report
guiding the restoration of threatened ecological
communities of the Cumberland Plain. Guidelines for
sourcing genetically diverse climate-adjusted seed
are now freely available to restoration practitioners
for 61 species via the Restore and Renew webtool.
Projects in progress include developing guidelines
for resilient plantings of Koala feed trees, ongoing
development of establishment of germplasm
collections that maintain evolutionary potential

of species impacted by Myrtle Rust, and

ongoing development of our research around

the establishment of seed production areas for
genetically diverse climate adjusted seed.

Our biocultural restoration research program is
growing, with completion of a pilot project exploring
the impact dispersal by Traditional Custodians has had
on the distribution of traditional food trees. We have
expanded our research to include additional culturally
significant plants and are exploring the idea of how

to develop cultural protocols for moving seed around
for restoration and conservation.

Finally, we completed a national-scale study of
lantana population genomic variation to help
biocontrol programs achieve optimal outcomes.
This project delivered a population genomic study
of lantana across multiple continents and revealed
unprecedented insight into the weed complex’s
genetic composition and ancestry.









COLLECTIONS

The Living Collection

The essential element of a botanic garden that
resonates most with visitors is the living collections.
At Botanic Gardens of Sydney, we are custodians of
substantial living collections that hold significance
to visitors for a diversity of reasons. For some, our
living collections provide opportunities for cultural
connections, physical amenity and as places to lose
yourself in an often otherwise urban environment.
Our botanic gardens also hold exceptional

scientific value, as a source of botanical information,
supporting the discovery of new knowledge, and
enabling us to achieve meaningful biodiversity
conservation outcomes.

Our living collections are continuing to grow in number
and diversity, supporting more exciting opportunities
for our visitors, our scientists and our collaborators all
over the world. This year we continued our work on
development of the Living Collections Strategy for all
three botanic gardens and the Australian PlantBank.
Strategic Consultant Dr Lucy A. Sutherland worked
with the teams across Botanic Gardens of Sydney to
better understand the collections we hold, to identify
our key collections, and consult widely on what
actions are needed to implement the Strategy across
such a large, diverse and multi-site living collection.

In February we recruited our first Manager, Living
Collections and Conservation to finalise and deliver
the Living Collections Strategy, Action Plan and Policy.
The Strategy is due for release in August 2023 and will
signify a substantial step forward for the organisation
in how we collectively source, curate and use the
living collections for which we have the privilege to

be custodians.

Key achievements include:

This year delivered a major milestone for Botanic
Gardens of Sydney with the completion of a
comprehensive audit of living collections across all
three botanic gardens. The Living Collections and
Records team methodically ground truthed location
and collections data for each and every accession

in our collection to ensure the accuracy of the

data we hold. This data is critical to the work we
deliver as a botanic garden, informing the curation
of our collections, the science they support, and

the analysis of our living collections, including

key collections, as part of the development of the
Living Collections Strategy. Data from these audits
is available on our website through the dedicated
Garden Explorer portal for each site, enabling visitors
to understand what plants we hold and where to find
them in the gardens. The audit of the collections
held within The Domain will be finalised in the
coming year.

At the Blue Mountains Botanic Garden Mount Tomah,
significant works have continued to ensure the
garden remains a world class destination for visitors.
Upgrades to gardens have continued throughout the
year, with substantial progress made on Stage 1 of
the new Camellia garden. The addition of Bonsai to
the collections at Mount Tomah has provided visitors
with an intriguing way of engaging with plants at a
scale not often experienced in a botanic garden.

At the Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan,

the team supported research looking into the
resilience of the living collections as water scarcity
continues to be a challenge in a changing climate.
In collaboration with Sydney Water and Macquarie
University, we continue to trial recycled water to
assess its suitability for use on native tree plantings
across the garden, with the hope this information
will help inform its application across more urban
settings throughout Sydney.

The Royal Botanic Garden Sydney has continued

the redevelopment of a number of key garden beds,
preparing for new displays across the site. This year
The Calyx exhibitions included Fleur de Villes and the
Love Your Nature displays, providing an important
reminder to visitors that we have a responsibility to
respect and conserve the diversity within our flora,
being mindful of the ecosystem services it provides.

Annual Report 2022-23



COLLECTIONS

The living collections curated by the Botanic Gardens of Sydney currently include:

Percentage global plant families represented 65%
Number of species from the International Union for Conservation 796
of Nature Red List of Threatened Plant Species H

Percentage of nationally listed plant species under the 22 5%
Commonwealth’s Environment Protection and Biodiversity Act 1999 i it
Percentage of plant species listed in the NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 63.8%
Percentage of accessions that are of wild origin 69%
Number of species from 2,629 genera within 300 plant families 11,800
Amount of unique subgeneric taxa 12,573
Number of living taxa held within Australian PlantBank 5,000
Amount of living specimens held within Australian PlantBank 200M+




Interpretation and Placemaking

Immersed in the Gardens, visitors can find sensations
and pleasures, small joys and moments of connection,
a glimpse of wonder and new ways to appreciate their
world. Interpretation and Placemaking plays a vital
role in creating these opportunities, engaging our
visitors with our unique living, preserved and heritage
collections, the layers of history, meaning and cultures
across our sites, and our dynamic science and
conservation work.

This year, the ongoing role of Manager, Interpretation
and Placemaking was established, and recruitment
completed successfully by January 2023. The new
role sits within the Living Collections Team under
Horticulture, a strategic alignment to ensure quality
outcomes for the new Living Collections Strategy.
This will allow a considered and holistic approach

to telling the important stories of our organisation’s
collections and purpose.

Key Achievements include:

‘Life Blood’, the new Herbarium'’s large-scale public
artwork, launched in January 2023. A permanent
Acknowledgement of Country, it is a joyful
celebration of First Nations Cultures and Community.
Depicting DNA strands and Eucalyptus leaves woven
between the Herbarium building and the Garden

and Cumberland Plain Woodland, it connects the
traditional and ongoing custodianship of Country
with AIBS vital research and conservation work.

Interpretation for the 'Love Your Nature' exhibition
at The Calyx was delivered for August 2022.

This dynamic exhibition focuses on reproduction
to showcase the incredible and wonderful diversity
of the plant-world.

New interpretation signage was installed across the
three Gardens. The ‘Totem’ signs introduce visitors to
important Living Collection themes and garden areas,
new ‘Layback’ signs tell the stories

of plants, people and places.

An innovative self-guided experience is being trialled
in the Camellia beds at the Royal Botanic Garden
Sydney. Visitors access content via QR codes and
hear the plants ‘speak’ as characters who tell their
own stories.




Botanic Gardens of Sydney

COLLECTIONS

National Herbarium of New South Wales

This year began with the Herbarium collection
relocation still underway. By September 2022 the
move was completed six weeks ahead of schedule
and under budget, and the teams’ focus shifted to
reviewing and developing workflows for the new
Herbarium. Vault 1 now houses non-vascular plants,
lichens, museum, wood and legacy collections.
Vaults 2-6 house the vascular plants with Ferns and
Gymnosperms in Vault 2, followed by Angiosperms
ordered according to APG IV (the latest family-level
phylogeny) through to Vault 6. We took advantage
of the collection move to substantially upgrade the
collection into a current and more stable system.
Collections and PDE are collaborating to make joint
informed scientific curatorial decisions and to track
changes in the collection.

The year also saw more significant change for the
team, with 9 of 13 positions recruited under the
organisational restructure. With recruitment finally
complete we are pleased to be able to put our focus
back on the collections and our new business as
usual. After 15 years sharing the role of Volunteer
Co-ordinator, Peta Hinton finished up at the Gardens.
In her role, Peta built strong relationships with
volunteers helping to ensure a successful volunteer
mounting program. Jude Wright has taken the role
on full time, leading a productive, growing volunteer
program at Mount Annan.

From September 2022 the team has worked hard

to initiate the loans and exchange programs (both
halted for several years due to digitisation and the
Herbarium move). Collections Curators prepared

34 loans for other institutions, and 107 consignments
of incoming exchange were sorted, acknowledged
and data obtained by Digital Curators. Approximately
60 consignments of outgoing exchange have been
annotated with permit information for Nagoya
compliance and are ready to ship.

In March we received a large donation from Tamworth
Agricultural Institute — the former TARCH weed
herbarium. This comprises approximately 4,500 weed
specimens — a significant contribution to our holdings
and will be valuable for understanding weeds in New
South Wales. Approximately 20% of the collection has
been processed by staff and interns and specimens
are moving through mounting and digitisation enroute
to the vaults.

In May we hosted visitors from the National Herbarium
of Victoria for the inaugural CHAH curation exchange.
We held workshops and tours of the herbarium,
PlantBank and the nursery. It was a unique opportunity
to share information and ideas about curation best
practice, workflows and the move.

* Includes 4,500 weed specimens from Tamworth

** Exchange program has been focussed on processing the backlog of incoming exchange that was acquired during digitisation and transition



Two projects were awarded funding from the
Elizabeth Brown bequest this year — Margaret
Heslewood’s proposal to update the bryophyte
collections to reflect current phylogenies and
Matt Renner’s to continue molecular research on
liverworts. This has resulted in a new, productive
collaboration between Collections and PDE

on bryophyte research and curation that will
substantially improve our collection. Another new
collaboration with UNSW has brought several
2nd and 3rd year students into the herbarium on
work placements. They have contributed to our
curatorial work, gained work experience and learnt
about streams of work. This will continue over
coming semesters.

Following the move, Deloitte conducted an
independent audit of herbarium policies and
processes. This audit has been valuable for setting
goals and priorities for improving policy and process
documentation over the next financial year, especially
in the light of recent changes in staff structure and
workflows in the new building.

Daniel Solander Library

Access to the Daniel Solander Library has been
restricted with the revitalisation of the Robert Brown
Building. The rare book room was decanted into the
main library for the duration of the work and librarian,
Miguel Garcia, has been relocated to the central depot
until the project is completed in 2024.

228

Items catalogued

281

Enquiries
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Botanic Gardens of Sydney

Seeds at the Australian PlantBank. S.Cottrell

Seedbank and Conservation Collections

The ongoing impacts of La Nifia in eastern Australia
made for another challenging field collecting season.
Cool and wet conditions over spring and summer
resulted in poor or delayed seed production for many
plant species and site access for many remote areas
was not possible or deemed unsafe. Strategically,
the team prioritised the Greater Sydney and Blue
Mountains for collecting with more than half (51%) of
the 275 seed collections coming from these areas.
Around 10% of the total collections came from each
of the North Coast, South Coast, and Southern
Tablelands, which reflect the various program targets.

Collection targets for major programs including

the federally funded bushfire recovery project and
corporate partnership with the Australian Seedbank
Partnership and WWF/Botanica were reached. For the
NSW Department of Planning & Environment Saving
our Species (SoS) program, the Seedbank team
were supported by Species Project Coordinators,
local contacts, area managers and landholders,

who helped by collecting and sending seeds to
PlantBank. The Seedbank team processed a total of
152 collections representing 39 threatened species.
Our 5-year partnership with SoS has resulted in
1,309 seed collections being made, processed and
stored, representing 272 species, including 3 new
threatened species, at the Australian PlantBank.
Seed collections and rapid flora assessments were
completed for the regional bushfire recovery project
with a total of 95 collections representing 77 species
and 31 assessments successfully made. A total of
49 germination tests were conducted resulting in a
germination protocol for 21 species, highlighting a
need for further germination testing and research.
Seed collections and germination tests from a further

13 species, including three that were new to the
Seedbank, were also undertaken for the ASBP
WWF/Botanica partnership.

Despite the widespread flooding across inland

New South Wales, fieldwork and DNA leaf sampling
were completed as part of the HSBC funded
Rainforest Resilience project. In collaboration with
ReCER, a total of 206 tissue samples were collected
for genomic analysis. There was a strong focus on
collecting additional samples of the rainforest relict
and threatened Cadellia pentastylis (Ooline) as we
were able to access new sites across northwest

New South Wales. An additional 123 tissue samples
were collected from seeds of three project species
retrieved from stored PlantBank collections. Data from
these samples will inform whether our seed collections
adequately represent the genetic diversity found
across populations in the wild.

There was an increased use of electronic data capture
for collection acquisition, processing and curation.
Collection and environmental data were captured
using a custom-built project using the EpiCollect
platform. Processing and germination data have also
been more efficiently captured with the development
of a processing database and e-germination

sheet. Following a rapid increase in germplasm
conservation knowledge and the recent release

of the third edition of the Australian Germplasm
Guidelines, we commenced a review and update of
our Seedbanking Standard Operating Procedures,
including a trial SOP for collecting and processing
seeds as separate maternal lines.



NSW Seedbank Statistics

Current as at 30 June 2023

Total number NSW seedbearing species 5,992
NSW threatened plant species (DECC website) 629
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act plant species 1,390
In Seedbank

Australian accessions 12,612
Australian species 5,294
NSW accessions 7,863
NSW species 2,920
NSW threatened species accessions 2,420
NSW threatened species 455
Number of new collections 2022-23 188
Number of new NSW threatened species 2022-23 3
% NSW species 48.73%
% NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act species 72.34%
% of EPBC Act species in Seedbank 20.71%

Annual Report 2022-23
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COLLECTIONS

Seed exchange statistics

Number of exchanges Total accessions accessed

33 234

n 144

10 107

............ 1 2
e .

3 4

10 ................... -

27 118
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Botanic Gardens of Sydney

SERVICES

External Committees

Council of Heads of Australian Botanic Gardens,
Chair (Denise Ora)

UNSW Science Advisory Council, Chair (Denise Ora)

International Advisory Council, Botanic Gardens
Conservation International (Brett Summerell)

Council of Heads of Australian Botanic Gardens,
Treasurer (Brett Summerell)

Council of Heads of Australasian Herbaria
(Brett Summerell)

NSW Threatened Species Scientific Committee,
member (Cathy Offord)

UNSW Evolution & Ecology Research Centre,
Advisory Committee member (Cathy Offord)

DivSeek Oceania Hub, Advisory Committee member
(Cathy Offord)

Australian Journal Botany, Associate Editor
(Cathy Offord)

Australian Network for Plant Conservation,
National Committee member (Cathy Offord)

Australasian Plant Conservation, Editorial committee
member (Cathy Offord)

International Seed Testing Authority (ISTA),
Storage Committee (Cathy Offord)

Australian Seedbank Partnership, National Steering
Committee member (Nathan Emery)

Cumberland Plain Conservation Plan, Restoration
Working Group member (Nathan Emery)

Australasian Plant Conservation, Editor
(Nathan Emery)

National Myrtle Rust Working Group, member
(Brett Summerell; Karen Sommerville)

Atlas of Living Australia Seed Portal Working Group,
member (Karen Sommerville)

Australasian Systematic Botany Society,
Vice-President (Hervé Sauquet)

Genomics for Australian Plants Framework Data
Initiative, Phylogenomics Working Group, member
(Hervé Sauquet)

Frontiers in Plant Science, section Plant Systematics
and Evolution, Associate Editor (Hervé Sauquet)

Taxon, Associate Editor (Hervé Sauquet)

International Journal of Plant Sciences,
Associate Editor (Hervé Sauquet)

Canberra Nature Map, moderator (Russell Barrett)

Telopea, Scientific Editor and Chair of Editorial
Committee (Russell Barrett)

Australian Systematic Botany, Associate Editor
(Russell Barrett)

International Association for Plant Taxonomy,
Committee for Vascular Plants, member (Peter Wilson)

Australian Systematic Botany, Associate Editor
(Peter Wilson)

Telopea, Associate Editor (Peter Wilson)

IUCN SSC Cycad Specialist Group, Committee
Member (James Clugston)

BGCI Global Conservation Consortium for Cycads,
Australia, Regional Lead (James Clugston)

Australasian Systematic Botany Society, Student and
Early-Career Researcher Subcommittee member
(James Clugston)

Species Orchid Society of NSW, Committee Member
(James Clugston)

Telopea, Associate Editor (James Clugston)

Margaret Flockton Award Committee, founding
member and curator (Lesley Elkan)

Florilegium at the Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney,
founding committee member (Lesley Elkan)

Margaret Flockton Award Committee, founding
member and curator (Catherine Wardrop)

Olive Pink Botanic Gardens Board of Trustees,
member (Peter Jobson)

Australian Plant Census Working Group, member
(Peter Jobson)

Telopea, Associate Editor (Richard Jobson)
Telopea, Associate Editor (Trevor Wilson)

IUCN/SSC Reintroduction Specialist Group, member
(Maurizio Rossetto)

Molecular Ecology, Molecular Ecology Resources,
Associate Editor (Jason Bragg)

NSW Fisheries Scientific Committee, member
(Jason Bragg)

Australian Flora Foundation Scientific Committee,
member (Jason Bragg)

MDPI Plants, co-Editor (Samantha Yap,
Patricia Lu-Irving)

Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) Plants
Committee, Vice Chair (Damian Wrigley)

Australian Network for Plant Conservation,
National Committee member (Damian Wrigley)

Botanic Gardens Australia and New Zealand, NSW
(Michael Elgey, Ash Filipovski, Damian Wrigley)

Botanic Gardens and State Herbarium of
South Australia (BGSH), Science Advisory Committee
(Damian Wrigley)
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SERVICES

PlantClinic

PlantClinic provides plant disease and identification
services, mostly based on molecular detection
tools, on a fee for service basis to land managers,

consultants and industry and the broader community.

During this year approximately 250 jobs were
completed comprising over 4,000 samples. A
large majority of the services requested were for
the detection of Phytophthora plant pathogens
in soil using a combination of baiting, enrichment
and DNA based identification tools. Major jobs
included detection of Phytophthora in National
Parks to support the more effective management
of the park estates and an extensive survey of
Lord Howe Island for the presence of Phytophthora
for the Lord Howe Island Board.

Research projects included the “Stop the Rot” project
which aims to determine the extent of Phytophthora
in commercial nurseries producing trees for urban
greening programs. Approximately 20-25% of plants
sampled contained Phytophthora species and future
research will explore the sources of infestation and
management options. A new project using sniffer
dogs to detect Phytophthora in plants, nurseries and
the environment was initiated with support from the
NSW Saving our Species Program.

Botanical Identification Service

The botanical enquiries come from a range of
stakeholders: the general public, other government
agencies, the police, and NSW veterinarian
laboratory (DPI) — with consultants being the most
dominant group. BIS was involved in the early

stages of identification of the spinach poisonings

in December 2022, and have been instrumental in
resolving suspected stock poisonings in the northern
Darling River plains from the flush in vegetation
growth post last summer floods.

Overview of Botanical Identification
Service activities 2022-23

Number of enquiries 1135
Number of physical specimens received 1,400
Number of specimens lodged 202
Number of threatened species 105

specimens lodged

NSW Flora Online

Significant updates were made to the content in
PlantNET, including: 29 families with new or updated
descriptions; 15 genera with new or updated
descriptions; 16 new or updated species descriptions;
5 new or updated infrataxa descriptions; and 32 new
or updated identification keys.

Overview of statistics for NSW Flora
Online 2022-23

Average number of users per month 6,332
Total number of users 75,975
Total number of page views 971,820

Annual Report 2022-23
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. The 2022-23 financialy hlighte
the importance of our r&ubhc green
spaces and engaging program of
educational and cultural activities,
and public events.

Visitors exploring the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney on the Aboriginal Harbour Heritage Tour.






VISITATION

The 2022-23 financial year
reconfirmed the importance of our
public green spaces and engaging
program of educational and cultural

The Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan
welcomed almost 1 million people to the Garden,
growth of 27% year-on-year, overall improved
weather compared to last year and the return of
events such as Lakeside Market and Tuff Nutterz.

The Blue Mountains Botanic Garden Mount Tomah
experienced a 39% increase in visitation on the
previous year with almost 200,000. This was largely
due to improved weather conditions, increase in

Botanic Gardens of Sydney

weddings and events along with strong visitation
for seasonal horticultural displays and garden tours,
plus a slight increase in international visitation.

In 2022-23, the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney
welcomed more than 4.4 million visitors and an
estimated 2.2 million visitors to The Domain Sydney,
an increase of 67%. This significant increase reflects
increased venue hire, overall favourable weather,
return of major events and back to pre-COVID-19
capacities as well as new events such as Noel Sydney,
Mopoke, Lightscape and Sydney WorldPride.

activities and public events with
significant increases in visitation
to all our sites. This followed the
easing of practically all COVID-19
restrictions and ending of the
COVID-19 Public Health Order on
30 November 2022.

Location 2022-23  2021-22  2020-21 202120  2018-19  2017-18  2016-17
Australian

Botanic Garden 964,910 760,497 611,299 556,690 469,270 441,325 409,697
Mount Annan

Blue Mountains

Botanic Garden 196,295 141,533 218,453 195,981 205139 226,033 195,379
Mount Tomah

oyalbotane 4441201 2,660,507 2,560,874 4,340,022 5,425120 5,437,902 5222464
Garden Sydney

;anDe‘;Ta'” 6,227,398 3,543,835 3,363,388 5811,860 7,098,891 6,906,136 6,632,529
Total 11,829,804 7106,372 6,754,014 10,904,553 13,198,420 13,011,396 12,460,069

* Estimated visitation to The Domain is calculated using a visitation ratio compared to gate-counter data from the neighbouring Royal Botanic
Garden Sydney, plus data from sports bookings and organised public events.
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EDUCATION

At the Botanic Gardens of Sydney,
we engage visitors and community
members of all ages in learning
about botanical science, gardening,
histories, and cultures at each of
our unique sites.

By sharing our knowledge and collections we

ignite curiosity about algae, fungi and plants, their
importance, and the need for their conservation.
Through volunteering, tours, formal education
programs, community outreach and other interactive
experiences, we help people to understand the
critical role plants play in the health and happiness
of people and the future of life on Earth.

In 2022-23, school and community programs

which have a focus on First Nations histories

and cultures continue to be in high demand, with

7,583 participants in First Nations school and

community programs. Approximately 26,475 children

participated in Botanic Gardens’ school programs ,

on excursions to our three Gardens. 29,622 people Learning
participated in community programs.

Significant achievements include (for whole

education section):

................................................................................................................ - There was significant engagement in First Nations
programs, with over 7,500 adults participating

in community programs inviting Australians and
international visitors to explore and respect

First Nations connection to country and culture.

A continued interest in and demand for experiences
that help people understand and appreciate First
Nations histories and cultures.

Community outreach: our Community School programs key achievements include:

Greening Programs’ ]nc|uding Youth Community ..................................................................................................................
Greening reached over 10,000 members of the Over 26,000 school students participated in school
community. The Community Greening team made programs across the three gardens.

oVer:530:Visits 10 sites alkoverthe state TN e i s e e s D ey
work makes a huge impact on health, wellbeing

and learning outcomes through horticulture and Community programs key achievements include:

SCIENCe for disadvantaged COMMUNILIES All QVEr s

New South Wales. Following a successful pilot wellbeing program for
................................................................................................................ 3 seniors in 2021—22’ this program continued with

Again, success for the Sydney Science Trail: over St. Luke’s Care in 2022-23 resulting in positive

9,800 people celebrated National Science Week at impacts on participants’ connection with nature,

our two community days at the Royal Botanic Garden mood, and behaviour.

Sydney and the AUStralian BOtanic Garden MOUNT s o

Annan. We reached a total of 1,343 school students Seedlings Nature School continues to be a

with our Sydney Science Trail education programs successful way to engage early learners in nature

throughout the week, making this year one of the play and learning with plants. Participation continues

best years in science engagement. to grow, particularly after a more targeted approach

................................................................................................................ = towards Early Learning Centres.
Volunteers: our VOIUNEEr Program is NOW @StablISE s o oo

at the National Herbarium of New South Wales at Community programs at the Blue Mountains Botanic
Mount Annan. Each week, volunteers contribute Garden Mount Tomah have increased in popularity
to the collection in this world-class facility in the with the Eco Dyeing workshop offered this year
mounting program. completely sold out.

Annual Report 2022-23
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EDUCATION

Outreach

Community Greening successfully secured a further
2-year contract with the Department of Communities
and Justice (DCJ) valued at $1.4 million.

2023 brings to a close the 2018-2023 DCJ contract
valued at $3,303,409. During the five years
Community Greening has achieved:

35,763 participants
3,496 site visits to community gardens
4,186 workshops

248 new and 510 existing community gardens

This year also concludes the Fire Recovery funding
that created 23 projects in preschools, schools, and
community to aid recovery and improve food security
for the southern New South Wales region impacted by
the catastrophic 2019-20 bushfires.

Youth Community Greening (YCG)

Community greening
participants 2022-23

8,069

862

941

Sessions/workshops

YCG Aboriginal Education Programs

Throughout the 2022-23 year, the YCG team has
worked with 102 different schools, preschools,

and other youth settings on First Nations projects/
programs. Of these sites they have assisted in the
design and construction of over 50 cultural learning
spaces. These learning spaces vary from bush tucker
gardens to trails that tell a local story and are diverse
in structure and appearance reflecting the diversity of
the communities where they have been created.




four at the Royal Botanic Garden Sydngi/.
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EDUCATION

Volunteers

Volunteers play a vital role in the
operations of the Botanic Gardens,
working tirelessly with staff to
maintain landscapes, engage
visitors, support our science and
conservation projects, and much
more. This year volunteers donated
43,301 hours of their valuable

time with an in-kind value to the
organisation of $1,659,000.

Daniel Solander Library

Volunteers have found a temporary home in

the Central Depot during the Brown Building
redevelopment and are continuing the important job
of digitising historic photographs and accompanying
notes, cataloguing rare books, field collecting books
and records and accessioning journals.

Herbarium Mounting Room

The Mounting Room volunteer program is thriving in
its new home at the National Herbarium of New South
Wales at the Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan.
38 volunteers worked with volunteer coordinators
Jude Wright and Lisa Woods diligently mounting
4,778 dried plant species for storing in the Herbarium
vaults for use in scientific research.

Volunteer Guides

Volunteers at all sites delivered guided walks
throughout 2022 and 2023 for the public by donation.
Guides also delivered tours for community and
inbound tourism groups, special themed walks for
Foundation & Friends, private buggy tours, specialist
PlantBank and behind the scenes nursery tours and
events such as Sydney WorldPride 2023. Volunteer
guides are proud to promote the work of our scientists,
horticulturists and educators while highlighting the
importance of our collections and value of our sites

to visitors from around the world.

Volunteers also continued to work interpreting
displays at The Calyx horticulture display centre,
staffed the Visitor Centre at the Royal Botanic Garden
Sydney and assisted at events such as the Sydney
Science Trail school programs, National Science
Week Open Day and New Year's Eve. Our volunteer
guides demonstrated their commitment to lifelong
learning by developing new themed walks, creating or
participating in professional development workshops,
undertaking guiding training with TAFE NSW and
attending the Volunteer Guides in Australia and NZ
conference held in Melbourne (October 2022).

Our longest serving volunteer guide Flora Deverall
received a very well-deserved Order of Australia
Medal for services to the botanical sciences. Flora
has been volunteering with the Royal Botanic Garden
Sydney since 1982 and remains a valuable member
of the team assisting with mentoring and professional
development activities for her fellow volunteers.

Horticultural Volunteers

Specialist volunteers working in our nursery make a
valuable contribution to maintaining and developing
our living collections.

Annual Report 2022-23
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CONTENT

As an internationally renowned scientific institute,
international tourism drawcard and local destination,
digital engagement and communications are vital

to ensure our visitors are well informed about

what our three Gardens and The Domain have

to offer. The Marketing and Engagement team
worked to promote the organisation’s vision and
purpose through a variety of owned and earned
channels including the EDM, website, social media,
traditional media, and podcast.

>
Website @
Unique sessions to
Gardens websites 1'959'836
P ;
RBG 1,605,331
BMBG 114,250
ABG 240,255
39% increase across the three sites.
h
mf
>
Branch Out Podcast &
Total listens 36,384
Top three countries for listeners:
pﬂ
@ S -
v
4h 2. 5
Australia United States  United
of America Kingdom
Top episode
Curating plant-love at The Calyx
(published 10th December 2022, 3,483 listens)
A




Social Media e

Audience 343,704

Total impressions 49,072,167

Audience = all Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram and
YouTube followers/subscribers.

Impressions = number of times content was served on screen,
plus YouTube views. Both paid and organic content.

Email Marketing X
Email campaigns sent 61
Average open rate 337%
Average click through rate 1,9%

&
5
Media

Total reach 324B

j Total Media

inclusions

4,390

Annual Report 2022-23
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EVENTS & VENUES

Royal Botanic Garden Sydney

Handa Opera’s Madama Butterfly was enjoyed by
47,000 people over a four-week period.
Westpac Open Air Cinema successfully delivered
its 27th season to 56,500 people who enjoyed the
world’s most beautiful cinema. In 2023, 40 of the
44 scheduled screenings were delivered.
Australian Botanic Garden The Domain Sydney
Mount Annan
................................................................................................................ " The 2022-23 major events program attracted

The Garden hosted 466 events, an increase of :11'98h'|90r?t peoplestod26 m\ell\jlorlg\F/)epo;cs. ghe Teason

132% compared to 2021-22. Several signature RUAGHSMETE SRliekai 0L RO R, Sl

events took place including: in The Domain, Westpac Open Air Cinema,
Arctic Monkeys, Rufus Du Sol, Field Day and

: : Handa Opera.

National Sorry:Day which-aiiracted more Mane —ta v B o Taieale o e b e e

e sl o e . Ourlarge charity events, Carols in The Domain,
: i 28 Mother’s Day Classic, Runaway Half Marathon,

Science Week which attracted over 5,000 visitors Step UP! for Down Syndrome, and Run2Cure had

to the Garden a successful season, with a combined fundraising
................................................................................................................ - result Of $1,302,868.

TheTutENutterzinflatable:obstacle colurse fatirned o s s R s L S S L R A e e i

to the Garden in June 2023 attracting more than Sydney WorldPride Opening Concert,

2,900 people over three days. Dance Party and Closing Ceremony was enjoyed
................................................................................................................ - by 48’000 people in The Domain.
Blue Mountains Botanic Garden
Mount Tomah The Calyx

The Wedding Open Days attracted 110 registrations. Over 58,000 visitors enjoyed the Love Your Nature
................................................................................................................ # exhibition which opened on 26 September 2022.

The Garden hosted 70 Venue bookings' an increase ..................................................................................................................

of 49% compared to 2021-22. The Calyx hosted 123 event bookings.

Annual Report 2022-23
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Thank you to all our generous supporters. —
Every contribution has a valuab ﬁ:@ ol N
on the future of the Gardens, vital plant
conservation research, and crmcal
sustainability efforts. -

The Growing Friends volunteers propagate plants from the living collections for sale to the .publlc
This is an important fundraising activity of the Foundation & Friends of the Botanlc GardenS' J Pﬁaﬁ _%-.
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Botanic Gardens of Sydney

OUR
SUPPORTERS

We sincerely thank the individuals,
corporate partners, government
entities and philanthropic trusts and
foundations who have generously
supported our work this year.

We also extend our sincere thanks
to the members and donors of
Foundation & Friends for their
ongoing and generous support.

Botanic Gardens of Sydney received several
significant donations from individuals, government
partners and foundations throughout the year,
including the generous donation by Robert and
Janet Constable and Family whose contributions
made possible an 80-seat amphitheatre, situated in
the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney. The amphitheatre
was launched by the Hon. Paul Scully MP, Minister
for Planning and Public Spaces; Denise Ora, Chief
Executive; Dr. Anna Reid, Professor RFSN, Head of
School and Dean, Sydney Conservatorium of Music;
and Peter Thomas, CEO, Foundation & Friends of
the Botanic Gardens on Tuesday 29 August 2023.
This outdoor space invites musicians to practice
and perform, combining two beautiful artforms of
music and horticulture into one.

The Neilson Foundation continued to help
disadvantaged youth through our Youth Community
Greening program. The program delivered syllabus-
linked environmental classroom and outdoor activities
at schools and centres across New South Wales.

Our dedicated team tended to 162 garden sites

and engaged over 16,500 participants and we look
forward to the program’s growth with the support of
the Neilson Foundation and other funders.

Foundation & Friends of the Botanic Gardens is
the primary fundraising body for the Gardens, and
we thank them for their significant and ongoing
support. As part of this support, Botanic Gardens
of Sydney received funding for a thermogradient
plate for the Rainforest Seed Conservation Project
to allow more efficient research on seed germination.
The thermogradient plate accelerates efforts in
restoration and conservation work, uncovering the
optimal temperatures for germination and helps
us to understand seedling fitness under different
temperature regimes, which is essential for

the fight against climate change.

Without fantastic initiatives like Investment NSW'’s
CBD Revitalisation Grants, Botanic Gardens of Sydney
would not have been able to produce two flagship
events: NAIDOC Social and Fleurs de Villes. NAIDOC
Social welcomed visitors to reconnect with Country
with a heightened appreciation for green space and
community. Fleurs de Villes FEMMES was a floral
exhibition with an extensive program which included
workshops, flower markets, and a talks program with
horticultural experts and florists. The success of these
activations was demonstrated as local, interstate

and international visitors came to the Gardens, which
indicated the community wanted to move forward and
heal following the pandemic and natural disasters.

We are grateful for the support from the Department
of Home Affairs, Safer Communities Fund -
Infrastructure grant that enabled our Place of Peace
between Peoples: ABG security upgrade project at
Mount Annan.

In addition, the Department of Home Affairs, Safer
Communities Fund - Early Intervention supported
our Greener on the Outside outreach program

which is successfully working in high schools with
disadvantaged youth, First Nations and youth at risk,
in developing 16 gardens.

The joint Commonwealth and State Disaster
Recovery Funding, Bushfire Community Recovery
and Resilience Fund, Resilience NSW supported our
Sowing Seeds of Hope project which successfully
established 25 community gardens in partnership
with communities in bushfire affected areas in New
South Wales and assisted a further 16 sites. An
evaluation undertaken by Western Sydney University
showed the significant impact of this program in
not only educating community members about food
ecosystems, but in enabling recovery and building
social connection and increased individual and
community well-being.



Our Community Greening outreach program
continued to receive significant support from the
NSW Department of Communities and Justice.

This program aims to empower less advantaged
individuals and build community connectedness,
targeting social housing residents facing hardship
throughout New South Wales. Our Youth Community
Greening program received continued multi-year
support from the NSW Government Department of
Planning, Industry and Environment Secretary’s Fund,
enabling our horticultural expertise to go ‘beyond the
garden walls’, targeting less privileged youth across
regional New South Wales.

We would also like to thank our outstanding corporate
partners, who continue to support our science
research, horticulture, education and green space
initiatives.

Principal Partner, HSBC, contributed funding

towards the final year of Investigating Rainforest
Resilience, which brought together Safeguarding
Plant Biodiversity and Restore & Renew under

one umbrella to research rainforest species in

New South Wales through a whole-of-ecosystem
approach. All targets set within this project were met,
with the eight target species investigated for storage
capability and sent off for genomic sequencing.

Funding committed from Principal Partner, MetLife,
supported Community Greening and Youth Community
Greening in reaching over 25,000 community
members and establishing 114 new gardens.
Additionally, MetLife employees, including MetLife
Australia CEO, Richard Nunn, made several visits to
the community gardens in Woolloomooloo, Waterloo
and Redfern, supporting their vision for a safe and
healthy future for all Australians.

We would like to extend a warm welcome to new
Partner, Archie Rose, to the Botanic Gardens of
Sydney network of donors and supporters. Backed

by an ethos of ethical and sustainable sourcing,

our partnership focuses on the importance of
sustainability and protection of Australia’s unique flora.
This year, we welcomed the Archie Rose Sensory
Team on a tour of the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney,

as well as collaborated on a Mardi Gras themed

gin walk for Sydney WorldPride.

Additionally, Botanic Gardens of Sydney delivered
several engagement opportunities and meaningful
activities for our partners throughout 2022-23:

Major Partner Taylors Wines showed their support
to Foundation & Friends of the Botanic Gardens
as a wine partner for the ongoing art exhibition
launches held throughout the year, as well as
contributing funding to the Gardens in alignment
with their sustainability commitments.

Liberty Specialty Markets participated in the
first Gardens Acknowledgment of Country
workshop, while MetLife participated in online
cultural awareness training throughout the year,
both demonstrating our shared commitment to
reconciliation and deepening our connections
to the First Nations communities in Sydney and
Australia-wide.

Major Partners Bloomberg and Liberty Specialty
Markets contributed volunteer hours through
horticulture activities at the Royal Botanic Garden
Sydney and natural area restoration work at the
Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan.

It was an amazing year for corporate volunteering,
with many new corporates signing up to tend to

our Living Collections at the Royal Botanic Garden
Sydney and Australian Botanic Garden Mount Annan.
We had 310 participants volunteer 978 hours across
our volunteer program. We would like to thank all

the enthusiastic corporates that participated in our
program this year!

Annual Report 2022-23
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GRANTS &
SCIENCE FUNDING

Research grants and other
science funding

Australian Biological Resources Study (ABRS)

Dr James Clugston, Dr Russell Barrett, Dr Matt
Renner, Dr Peter Weston, Dr Lyn Cook, and Dr Mike
Crisp. Building the eFlora: Generic and species-
level resolution in Fabaceae tribe Mirbelieae using
next-generation sequencing — $100,000 (year three
of a three-year $300,000 grant).

Australian Biological Resources Study (ABRS) -
National Taxonomy Research Grant Program

Dr Richard Jobson and Dr Luke Dunning. Generic
and species-level resolution in subtribe Anthistiriinae
(Andropogoneae, Poaceae) using whole genome
sequencing — $21,541 (year one of a two-year
$43,082 grant).

Australian Coal Industry’s Research Program
(ACARP)

Dr Cathy Offord and Dr Nathan Emery. Inclusion of
high interest native plants in mine site restoration
programs — $96,150 (year four of a five-year
$440,055 grant).

Australian Flora Foundation

Dr Ganesha Liyanage. Deciphering dormancy,
germination, and storage requirement for
conservation of Zieria and Geijera — $28,948
(year two of a four-year $59,897 grant).

Australian Government, Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry

Dr Pat Lu-Irving. Assembling the Lantana Genome -
$60,000 (year two of a two-year $69,660 grant).

Australian Orchid Foundation

Dr Russell Barrett, H Zimmer, Dr Mark Clements,
Dr Katharina Nargar, L Copeland, M Mathieson,
G Phillips, and Dr Matt Renner. Diversity and
diversification of the Speculantha group

(Tiny Greenhoods; Pterostylis subg. Speculantha
[syn. Speculantha]) — $12,000 (year two of a
two-year $19,500 grant).

Australian Seed Bank Partnership (ASBP)

Peter Cuneo (as Manager Seedbank and Restoration
Research). UK government Australian bushfire
recovery funding for seed collections and post-fire
assessments — $15,000 (year two of a two-year
$45,000 grant).

Peter Cuneo (as Manager Seedbank and Restoration
Research). Island, Alps and Forests — Multi-regional
seed conservation for bushfire recovery — $202,619
(year two of a two-year $450,000 grant, inc. one
year extension).

Bush Blitz

Dr Richard Jobson and Paulo Baleeiro.
Phylogenomics of the Australian Eriocaulon — $6,000
(year two of a one-and-a-half-year $15,000 grant)

Dr Trevor Wilson and Dr Russell Barrett. Testing the
efficacy of the Angiosperms-353 baits genomic
sequencing kit for resolving species-level boundaries
in two disparate Angiosperm families — $6,000

(year two of a one-and-a-half-year $15,000 grant).

lan Potter Foundation

Dr Cathy Offord and Dr Karen Somerville. Looking
inside rainforest seeds: Fast-tracking rainforest seed
conservation to protect this disappearing ecosystem
- 3$0 (year four of a three-year $300,000 grant, plus
$25,000 Impact Enhancement Grant).

NSW Environmental Trust

Dr Nathan Emery and Dr Cathy Offord. Northwest
NSW Rainforest and Woodland Relict Conservation
Project - $76,160 (year five of a five-year
$343,541 grant).

Annual Report 2022-23
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GRANTS &
SCIENCE FUNDING

Collaborative grants awarded
to other agencies

Australian Research Council (ARC) -
Discovery Project

Prof Marcel Cardillo (Australian National University),
Dr Hervé Sauquet, Dr Austin Mast, and Dr Peter
Weston. Evolutionary history and conservation

of an iconic Australian plant group — $130,000

(year three of a three-year $390,000 grant).

Prof Simon Ho, Prof Nathan Lo, and Dr Hervé
Sauquet. Testing links between genomic

and morphological evolutionary rates: Using
phylogenetics to understand the tempo and
mode of macroevolution — $153,837 (year two
of a three-year $461,510 grant).

Australian Research Council (ARC) -
Linkage Projects

Prof Neena Mitter, Prof Robert Henry, Prof Bruce
Topp, Dr Cathy Offord, and Dr Karen Sommerville.
Novel Propagation and Conservation Technologies
for Australian Macadamia (LP200200822) — $145,194
(year two of a three-year $437,168 grant).

UNSW - Verges, Poore, Dunn, Ens, Prof Maurizio
Rossetto, Hughes, Bruce, Bennet, Cooley and
Proctor. Restoring & future-proofing the biocultural
values of endangered seagrasses — $100,000 (total
$288,000 grant).

Assoc Prof R.V Gallagher, Dr S.G Tetu, Dr Adams

Prof | Wright, A. Walker, Prof M Rossetto, Dr Cathy
Offord, and Dr Peter Cuneo. Restoring diverse native
vegetation using drone-based precision seeding — $0
(year three of five-year $648,000 grant).

UNSW: Prof Belinda Ferrari and Marc Wilkins;

Prof Brett Summerell and Dr Edward Liew. What
fungal features are key to developing environmental
resilience? — $155,500 (year one of a three-year
$466,656 grant).

Australian Research Data Commons

Assoc Prof Daniel Falster (UNSW), Dr Rachael
Gallagher, Dr Hervé Sauquet, and 23 partners
(incl. Dr Russell Barrett). AusTraits: a national
database on the traits of Australia’s complete flora
-$200,000 (year three of a two-and-a-half-year
$500,000 grant).

Dr Mario Coiro (University of Vienna), Dr Leyla
Seyfullah, and 4 collaborators (incl. Dr Hervé
Sauquet). The birth of the modern world:
understanding the evolutionary arena of the
Cretaceous Terrestrial Revolution by inferring plant
dynamics in the late Mesozoic — $81,040 (year two
of a two-year EUR162,080 grant).

French Foundation for Biodiversity Research (FRB)
SYNERGY project

Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique
(CNRS): Prof Sylvain Glémin and Dr Jos Kafer, and
13 collaborators (including Dr Hervé Sauquet). Plant
reproductive strategies as new diversity indicators —
proof of concept in agricultural landscapes — $85,000
(first half-year of a one-year EUR170,000 grant).

Dr Julian Herting, Dr Hervé Sauquet. The floral
evolution of Ericales — $44,340 (year two of a
two-year EUR88,680 grant).

NSW Environmental Trust

Borevitz, Bothwell, Andrew, Mackinnon,

Dr Jason Bragg, and Prof Maurizio Rossetto. Climate
and dieback resilience of tableland and mountain
eucalypt species of southeast Australia — $150,000
(one year $199,205 grant over two years).






Botanic Gardens of Sydney

GRANTS &
SCIENCE FUNDING

NSW Department of Planning and Environment
(DPE), Saving our Species program

Dr Cathy Offord and Dr Ganesha Liyanage.
Astrotriche sp. Wallagaraugh germination research —
$9,802 (one-year funding).

Service provisions and contracts Prof Maurizio Rossetto and Dr Samantha Yap.

Conservation Genomics of Astrotricha crassifolia —
$10,000 (one-year funding).

Prof Maurizio Rossetto and Dr Samantha Yap.

5 i Conservation Genomics of Bossiaea fragrans —
Australian Seed Bank Partnership (ASBP) $27,000 (one-year funding) d

Peter Cuneo (as Manager Seedbank and Restoration

Research). WWF/Botanica Rare Blooms — $30,000
(year two of a two-and-a-half-year $66,000 funding).

Prof Maurizio Rossetto and Dr Samantha
Yap. Conservation Genomics of Callistemon
megalongensis and C. purpurascens — $25,000 (one-

................................................................................................................ = e s
NSW Department of Planning and Environment prof Mauri;io Rossettp and D.r Ry Yap.
(DPE). Coffs Harbour Conservation Genomics of Eidothea hardeniana
RS e e e o . seedlings - $10,500 (one-year funding).
bl e e e dnodvades e e
Rhodamnia maideniana — $15,000 ($15,000 service Prof Maurizio Rossetto and Dr Samantha Yap. 5
provision funding). Conservation Genomics of Haloragodendron lucasii -
................................................................................................................ . $7,000 (one-year funding).
TR e e el e s e
Sarcochilus hartmanii - $25,000 ($25,000 service EERLMaIe BeseRilo e DE seldaii e
provision funding). Conservation Genomics of Polystichum and
................................................................................................................ . Rhodamnia maideniana - $25,000 (one-year
funding).
NSW Department of Planning and Environment Prof Maurizio Rossetto and Dr Samantha Yap.
(DPE), Newcastle Conservation Genomics of Sarchochilus hartmanii —
................................................................................................................ : $27,000 (one-year funding).
Bret Mol R st o e S ahantts Vit i e Feiee S
Conservation genomics of E. camaldulensis in Dr Cathy Offord. Diuris disposita propagation
the Hunter region - $15,000 ($15,000 service research — $10,429 (one-year funding).
proviS|on fundlng). ..................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................ - Dr Cathy Offord and Dr Karen Sommerville. Ex situ

management of Rhodamnia rubescens, Rhodamnia
maideniana and Rhodomyrtus psidioides — $25,500
NSW Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) (year one of a three-year $83,000 funding).

Dr Nathan Emery. Cumberland Plain Conservation Dr Cathy Offord and Dr Ganesha Liyanage. Gentian
Plan Seed Collection program (pilot) — $24,638 germination and propagation research — $24,524
(six-month service provision). (one-year funding).




NSW Department of Planning and Environment
(DPE), CALSO
Prof Maurizio Rossetto. Restore & Renew
................................................................................................................ 5 v.2.0 - Phase | - $150,000 ($150,000 service
provision funding).

Prof Brett Summerell. Improving resistance to
myrtle rust in Rhodamnia rubescens for long-term
species conservation — $500,000 ($500,000 service
provision funding).

Dr Cathy Offord. Persoonia pauciflora translocation — it
$39,634 (one-year funding). Prof Maurizio Rossetto and Dr Samantha Yap.

Conservation genomics study on Caesia parviflora
var. minor Phase Il - $25,000 ($25,000 service
provision funding).

Dr Edward Liew. Phytophthora Suppressive soil
research — $41,000 (one-year funding).

Dr Cathy Offord and Dr Zoe-Joy Newby. Propagation
research for Rhizanthella species (underground Sandpiper Ecological Consulting
orchids) — $57,059 (one-year funding).

................................................................................................................ ; Bl kst Rosseita andiDr Satorthe Yan.
Dr Cathy Offord. Propagation research of Pterostylis Conservation genomics study on Marsdenia
sp. Botany Bay - $10,643 (one-year funding). longiloba (Apocynaceae) — $41,000 ($41,000 service
................................................................................................................ - prOVlSion funding)
prof Maurizio Rossetto and Dr Samantha Yap RBG e e
Plant Conservation Genomics Program 2022-23
(part 1) — $150,000 (one-year funding).
................................................................................................................ it Transport for NSW
Prof Maurizio ROSSGttO and Dr Samantha Yap' RBG ..................................................................................................................
Plant Conservation Genomics Program 2022-23 Prof Maurizio Rossetto. Saving Species Impacted by
(part 2) = $150,000 (one-year funding). Myrtle Rust from Extinction — $450,000 ($450,000
................................................................................................................ 5 service provision funding)_
Dr Cathy Offord. TRElyMitra adorata GUILIVAtION e
research — $10,400 (one-year funding). Prof Maurizio Rossetto. Securing Koala Trees
................................................................................................................ 3 Resilience - $520,000 ($520,000 service provision
Dr Cathy Offord. Wollemi Pine ex situ conservation funding).
and translocation — $95,048 (two—year funding). ..................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................ i Prof Maurizio Rossetto and Dr Samantha Yap_
Prof Maurizio Rossetto and Dr Samantha Yap. Stage #2 implementation of the conservation
Multispecies SoS conservation genomics program — genomic project on Pittosporum sp. ‘Coffs Harbour’
$300,000 ($300,000 service provision funding). (Pittosporaceae) ~ $34,000 ($34,000 service
................................................................................................................ % provision funding).
et Sine B e S i Retertion s Ces s e i
Research). State-wide threatened species Seed Prof Maur|2|o Rossetto. Threatened S'peC|es Qrpan
Collection program — $150,000 (one-year extension Plantings — $250,000 ($250,000 service provision
funding). funding).
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COMMUNITY
PROGRAM GRANTS

Australian Government, Department of Home
Affairs, Safer Communities Fund - Early Intervention

Greener of the Outside (GOTO) - Youth
Community Greening — $308,042
(year two of three-year $511,698 grant).

Australian Government, Department of Home
Affairs, Safer Communities Fund - Infrastructure

Place of Peace Between Peoples: ABS Security
Upgrade - $141,250 (year two of two-year
$250,000 grant).

City of Sydney

Phil Pettitt. Knowledge Exchange Grant —
Camperdown Community Food System — $5,000.

Commonwealth and State

Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements, Resilience
NSW, Bushfire Community Recovery and Resilience
Fund. Sowing Seeds of Hope (Community Greening)
-$60,000 (year two of two-year $300,000 grant).

Department of Enterprise, Investment and Trade,
New South Wales Government, Investment NSW,
CBD Revitalisation Program

Fleurs De Villes - $452,303.

NAIDOC Social - $291,700.

Inspiring Australia

Sydney Science Trail — $25,000.
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MAJOR
DONORS

Ambiga Devy”
Ann Ellis and Jerry Ellis”

Anonymous
Bret Walker SC and Sarah Pritchard SC”
Christina Green”

Family Frank Foundation

Fell Foundation

Gail Dihm®

Garry Crockett and Julia (Ting Ting) Crockett
Georgina Grubb and Christopher Grubb
Heather Crompton and Malcolm Crompton AM*
Heather Johnston®

Helen Clift"

Jenny Lourey”

John Siemon and Robynne Siemon”

Prof. Noel Dan AM and Adrienne Dan

Robert Bartlett”

Robert Constable and Janet Constable and Family”

Peter Constable’

Ruth Armytage AM

Rymill Abell*

Sally White OAM and Geoffrey White OAM

Siemon Investments Pty Ltd"

Susan Maple-Brown AM®

The Astor Pty Ltd

The Greatorex Fund

The Hon. Justice Peter Richard Garling RFD and Jane Garling
The Maxwell Family Foundation

The Moore Family Philanthropic Foundation Limited"

The Neilson Foundation

Tim Jackson and Douglas Jackson®

*Donated to Foundation & Friends of the Botanic Gardens
~Donated to the Trust and Foundation & Friends of the Botanic Gardens



DONORS

Adeline Chan*
Amalia Collins
Anne Eggins”
Annie Hawker*
Anonymous
Beata Wieczorek®
Bridget Gay”
Brigitte Beck”
Bryan Everts”
Bunny Gardiner-Hill*
Carl McCamish®
Chambers Family
Christine Bishop®

Clive Austin AM and
Patricia Austin”

Cristine Davison and
Don Davison®

Darren Mason®

David Groves and
Kathryn Groves”

Debra Jensen®
Derek Hodgson
Douglas Tynan
Edith Honold"
Elizabeth Gibson

Frieda Thornhill and
Peter Thornhill*

George Reeth and
Theresa Reeth

Guy Hammond"
Haviland Architects
Heather Leishman
Heidi Forbes

Holly Mathews”
James Troup”
Janet Easton®

Janet George®

Jean Cockayne®
Jeanne Eve”
Jennifer Crivelli

Jennifer Giles and
Andrew Spark”

Jennifer Harris™

Jill Henry and
David Henry*

Jill Hawker”
Jinghui Zhao"
John Biffin*

John Rownes
Jonathan Milford®
Judith Bennett

Judith Lund and
Peter McBeath*

Julie Coggins®

Keith Asboe and
Helen Asboe”

Kirsty Miller”

Ladelle Pty Ltd

Lady Joy Beattie®

Laidlaw Foundation Pty Ltd”
Leigh Sanderson”

Lenore Adamson®

Leslie Stein and
Miriam Stein®

Lorna Ray”

Lyndall Cummine”
Mable Marshall
Maia Ambegaokar”
Maisy Stapleton®
Maria Nguyen®

Maurie Stack and
Deidre Stack”

Meigiong Wu

Michelle Frankel and
George Mordecai*

Michelle Hopkinson
Miranda Montrone”
Nell White*

Paul Slade and
Lucie Slade”

Paul Barton
Penelope Seidler AM”
Peta Fraser”

Poh Lai"

Richard Bird"

Robert Furley”

Ros Madden and
Richard Madden®

Rosemary Millar®

Ruth Toop®

Stephanie Smith
Stephen Freiberg”

Sue Devenish-Meares®
Sue Dye

The Estate of
Thelma Hopkinson

Tony Angellotti
Vanessa Duffy
Virginia Proud”

Vivienne Skinner and
Peter Skinner*

*Donated to Foundation & Friends
of the Botanic Gardens
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CORPORATE LEGACY PRINCIPAL

DONORS SUPPORTERS PARTNERS
Embassy of Israel Elizabeth Brown Bequest HSBC
Transgrid Estate of the late Stephen Jupp MetLife

i Scott Family Bequest
The Crozier Family Super Fund




GOVERNMENT MAJOR PARTNERS &

PARTNERS PARTNERS SUPPORTING
ORGANISATIONS
Australian Government Archie Rose Distilling Co. Centenary Institute
NSW Government Bloomberg Australia InterContinental Sydney

Liberty Specialty Markets

Taylors Wines
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Botanic Gardens of Sydney

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT

Royal Botanic Gardens and Domain Trust

To Members of the New South Wales Parliament
Opinion

| have audited the accompanying financial statements of Royal Botanic Gardens and Domain Trust
(the Trust), which comprise the Statement by the Accountable Authority, the Statement of
Comprehensive Income for the year ended 30 June 2023, the Statement of Financial Position as at

30 June 2023, the Statement of Changes in Equity and the Statement of Cash Flows, for the year then
ended, notes comprising a Statement of Significant Accounting Policies, and other explanatory
information.

In my opinion, the financial statements:

. have been prepared in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards and the applicable
financial reporting requirements of the Government Sector Finance Act 2018 (GSF Act), the
Government Sector Finance Regulation 2018 (GSF Regulation) and the Treasurer's Directions

. presents fairly the Trust's financial position, financial performance and cash flows.

My opinion should be read in conjunction with the rest of this report.

Basis for Opinion

| conducted my audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. My responsibilities under the
standards are described in the ‘Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements’
section of my report.

| am independent of the Trust in accordance with the requirements of the:

. Australian Auditing Standards

. Accounting Professional and Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110 ‘Code of Ethics for
Professional Accountants (including Independence Standards)’ (APES 110).

Parliament promotes independence by ensuring the Auditor-General and the Audit Office of
New South Wales are not compromised in their roles by:

. providing that only Parliament, and not the executive government, can remove an
Auditor-General

. mandating the Auditor-General as auditor of public sector agencies

. precluding the Auditor-General from providing non-audit services.

| have fulfilled my other ethical responsibilities in accordance with APES 110.

| believe the audit evidence | have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for my
audit opinion.



The Trustees' Responsibilities for the Financial Statements

The Trustees are responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in
accordance with Australian Accounting Standards, the GSF Act, GSF Regulation and Treasurer's
Directions. The Trustees' responsibility also includes such internal control as the Trustees determine is
necessary to enable the prepara